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The Shout
Whew, is it a year already? Welcome back to ConBravo! folks. As chairman it’s been 
my task to coordinate this show over the past twelve months and believe me when I 
say it’s been no walk in the park. But everyone’s done their best and I think we’re all 
in for a spectacular show.

I’d like to thank every single one of our volunteers. We couldn’t do it without you, 
and you mean the world to us.

This year we have some special guests with us, including Doug Walker whom most 
of you will know as the Nostalgia Critic; Noah Antwiler also known as Spoony; 
Angry Joe from the Angry Joe Show and founder of Blistered Thumbs; Keith 
Apicary, a true and honest menace to society; and Birdman Mike Dodd, relentless 
reviewer and contributor to This Week in Geek.

For many of them, this is their first Canadian show, and we’ve worked hard to bring 
them up here. They’re amazing personalities and media frontrunners, so let’s all give 
‘em a big Canadian welcome!

In the end, ConBravo! isn’t just about gaming and costumes (though that’s a big 
deal for us, don’t get me wrong), it’s about meeting new people, making new 
friends, and being at a home away from home. If we can offer you even a small 
glimpse of that, I hope we do it in the best way possible.

This is ConBravo! 2011, welcome home.
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Doug Walker
Doug Walker, from ThatGuyWithTheGlasses.com is best known for his character The Nostalgia Critic, 

who reviews bad movies and TV shows from childhood. He also plays the roles of That Guy With The 

Glasses, who answers the weirdest questions fans can come up with, Chester A. Bum, the hyperactive 

bum who loves every movie ever made, Black Dog Bill who teaches people how to be a pirate, and 

Dominic, a bartender who has talked with the video game world’s biggest stars.

He’s also noted for having a long standing “rivalry” with The Angry Video Game Nerd. Often his convention 

appearances end up turning into comedic videos featured on his site, so don’t miss your chance to 

possibly be featured in one.

Noah Antwiler
The award-winning creator and host of the popular site and online video review show the Spoony Experiment. 
For over three years he’s created a hilarious series of videos and blog entries skewering all aspects of 

nerd culture, from movies to video games to comic books. He’s acted on the Arizona State University 

mainstage and appeared in several short films, even starring for a time in a touring dinner theater. What 

started as a geeky hobby has become a full-time madness, and now he’s living the dream as a comedian 

and a paragon of Internet nerdiness!

Guests of honour
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Angry Joe
A unique blend of brutally honest video game reviews combined with sketch comedy, The Angry Joe Show 

began in October 2008 on Youtube and exploded in popularity. After realizing that he could make an impact 

on the industry through entertaining and informative reviews, Joe had finally found his calling.

Angry Joe joined Channel Awesome in early 2009, and has since been a consistent contributor with more 

than a 250 episodes throughout multiple series and evolutions of the core AJS idea. Most recently, Joe 

launched Blistered Thumbs, the first spin-off website from Channel Awesome and thatguywiththeglasses.

com, with the purpose of combining the best video game personalities in the business with strong written 

reviews and news – all with the same goal of entertaining while informing gamers across the globe!

Keith Apicary
Keith Apicary is a classic gaming whiz. His knowledge of classics, especially on the Neo Geo is legendary, 

but you should already know that. Otherwise you might not even be alive and should probably get that 

checked out. Check out Keith’s antics over at Talking Classics.

If you see this man in your vicinity, take cover behind something heavy.

Don’t forget to show up to the Keith Apicary Apiparty to chill with the hottest, buffest gamer you’ll ever 

know, as well as come to Apicarnage for a performance of Keith’s awesomest songs on his Sega CDJ.

3



Mike Dodd
Mike has been involved with ScrewAttack as their official G1 correspondent for “Hard News” on several 

different occasions and that opened more opportunities within the video game industry. Mike works with 

“Handsome” Tom Hanley’s thegameheroes.com where Mike co-hosts the Prototype podcast. He is also a 

contributor for Blistered Thumbs and Channel Awesome as well as appearing as a video game expert for 

several radio chains in Canada and the United States. 

Most recently Mike is known as the creator and main contributor of reviewaday.ca where he has made it 

his personal mission to review video games on an almost daily basis for his fans. Mike continues doing 

what he loves every day, making him a pioneer in taking Canadian new-media journalism into the 21st 

century and beyond!

The 404s
The 404s are North America’s oldest and best known Anime Improv team, with performers based in the 

Canadian cities of Calgary, Edmonton and Toronto. Presenting their own brand of improv comedy at events 

across Canada and in the United States, they combine heavy audience participation with their own witty 

charm, and leave every show with a bloody trail of busted guts and teary eyes in their wake.

4



Kudrel
Kudrel is a Master level cosplayer and costume accessory 
designer from Ottawa, Ontario. Her awards include Best in Class 
in several divisions and Best in Show. She has also has her own 
line of costume accessories called Verdigris Grove.

Mai Sheri
Mai Sheri has been active in the Toronto cosplay community 
since 2004, when she discovered that her love for making 
elaborate Hallowe’en costumes could eventually evolve into a 
full-time hobby.

Featherweight
Nicknamed the “God of Cardboard” and the “MacGyver of 
Cosplay”, his transformation of bargain-bin materials into high 
quality products has earned Featherweight a reputation as a 
prop design master.

Dawn McKechnie
Also known as “Kaijugal”, Dawn has been involved in the Canadian 
costuming community for 20+ years. An artist and self described 
“costuming enthusiast” she has won numerous awards for her 
unique creations over the years, including several Best In Shows.

Maral Agnerian
Known in cosplay circles as Sarcasm-hime, she’s been costuming 
since 1999. When she realized there were places where you could 
dress up all weekend, she was hooked. Her work has won her 
numerous awards and these days she’s often found judging or 
doing backstage work.

Ricky Dick
Ricky Dick – sometimes known as Gravely MacCabre from his 
american horror host TV show and award winning Haunted 
Attraction, Castle Blood, has been attending conventions since 
1979 and won his first “Best in Show” in 1981. Yup, 30 years ago.

Dart: Dense Boy
Also known as Lindsay, Master-level costumer Dart is renowned 
for her fanciful Tiger of the Wind and Guilmon costumes, and 
recently for being one of two velociraptors hunting at conventions.

The Moonroses
A team composed of WildRose and Cats_Luna, a pair of 
costumers from Québec that joined up seven years ago. They are 
now international masters (and totally crazy!), holding to the firm 
belief that less sleep equals more sewing and more costumes!

Community guests
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Lauren McCleery
Lauren officially joined the cosplay circuit at FanExpo 2000 and 
has been hooked ever since! She is a Toronto-based master-level 
costumer and prop-maker whose adoration of immaculate detail 
has won her many awards and lost her a good chunk of her sanity.

Dr. Holocaust
Known to many as Toronto’s greatest villain and to some as a 
genius visionary, Dr. Holocaust is a gentleman who is, above all 
else, trying to take over the world. Bear witness as he stakes 
claim to the podium at ConBravo!

Savage Bandito
Host of the long-running Savage Bandito Show, the boisterous 
Bandito will be heartily menacing (and entertaining) his victi– we 
mean, fans on the show floor.

Ninja with a Soul Patch
An enigmatic man shrouded in mystery, with a pinch of intrigue 
and one dashing soul patch is paying Burlington a visit. Beware 
his camera lens, as it turns upon gamers this convention!

Syd Bolton
Syd Bolton is the man behind Brantford’s Personal Computer 
Museum and is also Canada’s top video game collector.  Recently, 
Syd completed his Xbox collection (almost 900 games) and is 
currently attempting to build a love seat out of old game cartridges

LAMP Crew
The fine folks behind Live Action Mario Party, they’re here all the 
way from Michigan. Having run the game successfully over the 
years, they’ve seen it evolve, mutate, and run rampantly out of 
control. Who knows what new evils they’ll unleash?

Please note that our guests are often making special 
appearances or en route to schedule panels and workshops. 
Please do not detain them if they seem to be in a hurry. Our 
guests love their fans, but they do have commitments which 
they have to attend.

Please remember that manners go a long way with anyone 
you meet, and that being polite is the best way to make 
new friends. As such, please treat our guests with the same 
courtesy and respect you would like applied to yourself. 
Thank you, and please enjoy the show!
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Events
The events below are arranged in alphabetical order. Please 
refer to your schedule for event times. If an event has been 
moved, it will be updated on the announcement screen located 
in the hotel lobby.

The 404s Improv Comedy Show
Canada’s favourite nerdy improv troupe is back again! Come 
join us for three side-splitting shows. There may or may not be 
pants involved, and we make no guarantees. 

Beat the Geeks
If you think you’re an expert on geekiness, then come on out 
and strut your stuff! Can you beat our geeky experts? Face off 
against three of our best!

Cosplayers Screening
A screening of the fan-made “Cosplayers” movie, showcasing 
our costumed fandom in all its nitty-gritty. Don’t miss the 
companion panel where you can meet the cast and crew!

DanceBravo!
Get out on the dance floor and shake it! DanceBravo! rocks the 
stage all night! A show like no other, DJ Janos will be spinning 
gaming remixes, anime themes, retro 80’s hits and more!

Defend Your Fandom
Always wanted to be a lawyer? This is your chance to yell out 
“OBJECTION!” as we solve murder crimes and petty thefts! 
Join us and bear witness to the trials at hand! You yourself may 
even be found guilty, guilty, GUILTY!

Drawn Together
A mashup of charades and mad-libs. Two teams will be given a 
story plus three blanks to fill in. One person must draw a three 
panel comic based on what their team mates are miming!

Geek Squares
Think Hollywood squares, subtract Whoopi Goldberg, then add 
nerdy trivia and you! Don’t remember the show? Come play a 
game of human tic-tac-toe then. 

Geek Squares Celebrity Edition
Turning it up a notch, we give you some real celebrities to 
match wits with! Connect the dots and you just might win!

Live Action Mario Party
Known as LAMP for short, this is one party you won’t forget! Roll 
the giant dice, move along the board, and then the fun begins! Be 
forewarned, at least one person is going to die from laughter. 7



The Costume Masquerade
People in pretty costumes doing occasionally silly things. 
Sometimes they walk, sometimes they dance. Come out and 
watch, or even enter yourself and show us whatcha got!

Name that Tune
Think you know your gaming, anime, cartoon, and sci-fi music? 
Well now is your chance to prove it! We’ve got two shows 
that’ll put you to the test.

Project Cosplay
One magic box of fabric and other goodies, a few rolls of duct 
tape, and one hour to make it into something beautiful! Project 
Cosplay dares you to take on this challenge!

Quidditch
An outdoor event that recreates a Hogwart special: Quidditch! 
Grab your broom and wand, then earn some points for the 
house of your choice!

Red Shirts vs. Klingons
An all-day game of team tag taking place in every corner of 
ConBravo!. Be you an ill-fated redshirt or a vicious Klingon, it’s 
your job to survive or slaughter! 

Troll Bowl MMXI
Grab your boffer sword and raise your voice in a triumphant 
battlecry! Troll Bowl pits teams of six against each other in a 
bid to dunk the troll’s head in your opponent’s basket. This 
game is presented by the fine folks at Epoch LARP.

Please note that you are responsible for your own safety 
when participating in any event. If you do require help, our 
Safety and Logistics staff are always on hand to assist you.

Real weapons are strictly forbidden on convention grounds and 
anyone found using them will be reported to the authorities.

No real firearms of ny kind are permitted. Replicas only 
when fitted with a permanent orange tip and detriggered.

If you are bringing a prop weapon into the convention, 
please visit the Weapon Master at the registration table to 
have your prop approved. 

Unapproved weapons may be left with the Weapon Master 
and picked up when you are leaving the convention.

Please remember that if you break the rules, it makes it 
harder on all of us. Be thoughtful of your fellow fans.8



Panels & workshops
Panels listed here are listed alphabetically (except 
for the opening and closing ceremonies) and by 
day. To ensure everyone enjoys their experience, 
we rate all of our panels accordingly. For panel 
times, please refer to our convention schedule

>> Saturday

Opening Ceremonies
Giving a warm welcome our special guests and 
attendees, and the kick-off for the con!
	 Fandom | Rated G 

The Amateur Voice Acting Experience
Through demos and mini-games, you’ll learn 
microphone handling, home studio set up, vocal 
maintenance, and acting tips. Oh, and there will 
be prizes.
	 Industry | Rated G 

Animators Making Comics
Professional animators, storyboard artists and 
designers talk about starting off, working in the 
industry and following their passion for making 
comics on the side.
	 Artistic | Rated G 

Anime Dance Workshop
A fun workshop about choreographed dances 
from various anime shows and how to do them.
	 Artistic | G 

Anime Gaming History
Gaming from the Odyssey to the Xbox, how anime 
has influenced it, and a look at our favourite titles.
	 Fandom | Rated G 

Bad Fanfiction Readings
Bringing the terrible fanfiction of the world to life, 
straight from the internet to your eardrums.
	 Artistic | Rated NC-17 

Blistered Thumbs - Game Reviewing
Blistered Thhumbs breaks down what has been 
some of the best and worst reviews and all that 
goes into producing a finished show.
	 Industry | Rated PG 

Cosplayers: Behind the Movie
Join the cast and crew of the movie “Cosplayers” 
as they tell stories and answer your questions 
about the making of the movie!
	 Fandom | Rated PG-13 

Costuming: Tips, Tricks, and Getting Started
Costuming from the ground up, with all the juicy 
tidbits needed to jump right in.

	 Artistic | Rated G 

How to Draw Anime
Tips and tricks for beginners and intermediate 
artists whose primary influence is anime.
	 Artistic | Rated G 

Getting Started in Game Reviewing
How to get started as a game reviewer, what you’ll 
need, and where you can go with your own show.
	 Industry | Rated PG 

How to Get a Con GF/BF
Looking for a SO? Or just looking to make some 
friends, this helpful panel offers advice on how to 
meet people at conventions!
	 Scholastic | Rated PG-13 

IXI! Studios Presents: Co-Op Gaming
Come meet the founders of IXI! Studios, a 
Torontonian gaming media outlet ans they talk 
about their flagship pastime: co-op gaming.
	 Fandom | Rated PG 



Keith Apicary’s Apicarnage Hour
Keith Apicary performs his classic songs. Which 
you should all know. There’ll be a lightshow.
	 Artistic | Rated PG-13 

Keith Apicary’s Apiparty
This isn’t any panel guys, it’s a party. Get ready to 
panel hard!
	 Fandom | Rated R 

Movies NOBODY Agrees With You On
Join the Nostalgia Critic in sharing what movies 
you love or hate, what makes them stand out to you 
that way, and why you think everyone disagrees.
	 Fandom | Rated PG 

Photoshop 101
Teaching the secrets and tricks of expert photo 
manipulation, Adobe-style.
	 Artistic | Rated PG 

Proud to be a Geek
Proud to be a geek? So are we! Come discuss 
what it means to be a geek in today’s society.
	 Scholastic | Rated PG 

Webcomics Workshop
All you ever wanted to know about webcomics, from 
how panels work to setting p your own website.
	 Scholastic | Rated G 

>> Sunday

American Comic Books
Discussing the comic industryand its crossovers, 
mega-events and movie adaptations. Also, Wolverine.
	 Fandom | Rated PG 

Channel Awesome Q&A
It’s Doug, Spoony, Angry Joe and the Birdman!  
They’re here to answer your questions and have 
a little fun!  Ask about their reviews, their characters, 
their favorite color underwear, WHATEVER! Come 
with questions, leave with answers, die honourably.
	 Fandom | Rated PG-13 

Conventions and Careers
Learn how your convention-loving, cosplay-
making, fandom experience can transfer to both 
higher education and your career.
	 Scholastic | Rated G 

Cosplay Makeup and Prosthetics
Learn how to get gruesome or be ravishingly 
radiant while in costume! Everything from stage 
makeup through to latex layering.
	 Artistic | Rated G 

Crafting with Foam
A step-by-step run-through on how to manipulate 
various types of foam, both soft and firm, to 
create armour and props for cosplay and LARP.
	 Artistic | Rated G 

Establishing Youself in the Media
Birdman and friends take a walk through the 
steps necessary to become a media personality, 
creating a professional network, and setting up 
your own studio.
	 Artistic | Rated G 

Featherweight’s Puppet Building Workshop
Come learn with Featherweight how to build 
hand, wire, and string puppets for all your geeky 
enjoyment and as a fun pasttime!
	 Artistic | Rated G 
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Panels cont.
The Gaming Industry
E3 is one of the largest events in the gaming 
industry. Join TeamXbox.com as we talk about 
all of the latest developments. Surprises and 
giveaways are bound to happen.
	 Industry | Rated PG 

The Hayner Show
One of the most popular shows on DeviantART, 
the interactive Hayner Show is all about Kingdom 
Hearts and its fans.
	 Fandom | Rated PG 

How to Draw Manga
Learn how panels and dialogue work, the ideas 
behind manga as a national style, and develop 
your own style in relation to it.
	 Artistic | Rated PG 

How to Make a Great Webshow
While there’s no sure fire way to be famous, 
there’s certainly advice and pointers that can be 
given to you by real internet celebrities. Join the 
Critic and Angry Joe as they share their tips.
	 Artistic | Rated PG 

Kingdom Hearts
Fan discussion about Square-Enix and Disney’s 
crossover spectacular, Kingdom Hearts! Fan 
favourites, development, and more.
	 Fandom | Rated G 

Mr. Kitty’s Stupid Comics
Join Dave Merrill and Shaindle Minuk for a 
live slide-show presentation of some of the 
most hilarious, disturbing, inept, and/or clumsy 
examples of the comic arts!
	 Scholastic | Rated PG-13 

Masquerade How-To’s and Horror Stories
The best advice and worst memories of bygone 
masquerade performances from some souls who 
have seen it all.
	 Artistic | Rated PG-13 

Retro Gaming for the Collector
Talking about retro games, collecting them, 
where to look, variants, checking for quality, 
trading them with fellow collectors and 
celebrating our prized finds. 
	 Fandom | Rated G 

Spoony Fixes the Games He Hates!
Spoony’s railed against everything from Final 
Fantasy to the Legend of Zelda to Sonic the 
Hedgehog, but how would he fix and make them 
better? Come and find out!
	 Scholastic | Rated PG 

Star Trek vs. Star Wars
Round table discussion of the similarities and 
differences between the two largest sci-fi 
franchises. Kirk or Kenobi? You be the judge!
	 Fandom | Rated PG-13 

Transformers
Covering the G1 television series to the movies, 
comics, toys, and beyond, it’s surely going to be 
more than meets the eye.
	 Fandom | Rated PG 

Closing Ceremonies
We bid fond farewell to 2011 and take feedback 
from the audience. Help us to improve for the 
year ahead and share your convention stories!
	 Fandom | Rated G 
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Pavillions
For pavillion locations, please refer to the map provided in your attendee 
package. If you have lost your map or cannot find a room, please ask any of 
our staff for assistance. They’re the folks in the blue (and red) shirts.

Additionally, please note that some events do not take place inside of pavil-
ions. Please refer to the “Misc” section of your schedule for these events.

Vendors' Market
The Vendors’ Market is where you’ll find comics, manga, DVDs, vintage 
games, new releases, accessories, and a whole lot more. The Vendors’ 
Market is located in the Halton Hall and open from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, 
both Saturday and Sunday.

Artists' Alley
ConBravo! is proud to support our local art communities, and a fine 
collection of talented artists are located in the Artists’ Alley. The Alley is 
located in the Halton Hall and open from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, both days.

The Showcase
This is where main events go on! If you’re looking for a live show to watch 
or participate in, wanna catch the best in improv comedy, or watch some 
awesome presentations by our special guests, the Showcase is where you 
wanna be! Located in the Harvester Hall, open from 10:00 AM until Midnight.

The Sideboard
Panels, screenings, parties, and more, the Sideboard plays host to them all. 
Take in a discussion, a roundtable, or a workshop and learn something why 
dontcha! The Sideboard is located in the Burlington Room and open from 
9:00 AM until Midnight.

The Arcade
Free to all attendees, the arcade is a great place to kick back with a game. 
Select from any of our classics or new releases across dozens of consoles. 
If you don’t see the game you want, just ask at the counter and chances are 
we have it on hand!

The Parlour
Cardgames, boardgames, miniatures, and more await you at the Parlour, 
where traditional gaming reigns supreme. We have dozens of games to 
choose from, including Settlers of Catan, Munchkin, Apples to Apples, 
Pandemic, and so much more.

The Arena
The outdoor arena awaits! Hosted by the Epoch LARP group, the Arena 
is a boffer weapon combat area set up for those of you who have some 
aggressive tendencies. Play nice though, and be sure to listen to the referee 
before you go lopping off any heads!
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Gaming Tournaments
Electronic Tournies
Super Street Fighter IV
Fight to determine the true world warrior! 
1 vs 1 - Ladder of 24 
Saturday 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Tetris Classic
The Soviet mind game in its original form. 
4-way Free-for-all - High Score Challenge 
Saturday 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Halo: Reach
Bring your best game and finish the fight. 
4-way Free-for-all - Ladder of 24 
Saturday 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Mortal Kombat IX
Come puny mortal. Test your might! 
1 vs 1 - Ladder of 24 
Sunday 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Super Smash Bros. Brawl
Are you confirmed for brawl? 
4-way Free-for-all - Ladder of 24 
Sunday 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Traditional Tournies
Pokemon TCG
Prove you’re a Pokémon master! 
Card Game - 18 Slots 
Saturday 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Munchkin
A card game for true scoundrels. 
Card Game - 20 Slots 
Saturday 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Settlers of Catan
Trade, build, and pilfer your way to the top! 
Boardgame - 12 Slots 
Sunday 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Frag
Some days, you just gotta get your gun and frag! 
Boardgame - 10 Slots 
Sunday 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Freeplay Arcade
The electronic gaming arcade is free-to-play 
from 9:00 AM - Midnight Saturday, and 9:00 
AM - 7:00 PM Sunday. The arcade includes 
consoles from every era and manufacturer, with 
hundreds of games on hand to play.

Be sure to stop by and see Syd Bolton, the top 
gaming collector in Canada.

Trad. freeplay & demos
Traditional gaming features both freeplay tables 
for the huge stock of boardgames we carry, as 
well as demos for many new and classic releases.

For anyone who wants to learn Warmachine/
Hordes, demos and play will be available between 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM both Saturday and Sunday.

There will be custom RPG scenarios available as 
well using game systems such as Spirit of the 
Century, Cortex, and Edge of Midnight played 
throughout the day. Please see the schedule for 
further details on these.
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Vendors
1Up Games
Retro game and console merchant

AnimeOutpost
Comics, manga, and DVD merchant

Animetoys.ecrater.com
Figurine and collectables merchant

The Comic Book Shoppe
Comics, manga, and DVD merchant

Conspiracy Comics
Comics, manga, and DVD merchant

First Age Studios
Indie game development studio

Gr8 Collectables
Figurine and collectables merchant

Kayla Melanson
Custom clothing and accessories merchant

OtakuJuice
Figurine and collectables merchant

Sakura River Interactive
Indie game development studio

Too Much Sugar
Custom clothing and accessories merchant

ZeroEdge
Custom clothing and accessories merchant

Please note that the Exhibitor’s Hall requires that 
all attendees have badges to enter. You may be asked 
to present your badge before entering by a staff 
member. Staff can be identified by their blue or 
red shirts with the ConBravo! badge printed on the 
breast. Please also be compliant with staff direction 
during high-traffic hours.

If you require any assistance while at the show, 
please feel free to approach our staff. We strive to 
be of the utmost help to our attendees and hope 
that we can make your weekend an enjoyable one.

If you have any comments or questions, please 
either ask a staff member on-site, or send us an 
e-mail at info@conbravo.com.
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Special Thanks

1Up Games
http://1upgames.ca

ZeroEdge Apparel
http://zeroedge.com

A&C Games
http://acgamesonline.com

Conspiracy Comics
http://www.conspiracycomics.com

anime north
http://animenorth.com

Nerd Girl Pinups
http://nerdgirlpinups.com

Prayers from Cosplayers
http://prayersfromcosplayers.com

Fanboy Confessional
http://spacecast.com/fanboyconfessional.aspx

Michael Dodd
http://thisweekingeek.net

Jan D. Weir
http://jdweir.com

Shaggy Shanahan
http://uberfriendship.com

Katie Shanahan
http://ktshy.blogspot.com

ConBravo! would like to thank the following parties for their donations, sponsorship, and invaluable contributions over the past year 

of planning and development. We couldn’t have done it without you!
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Notepad

16






